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A. D. iioo.    AUG. 5.    CHARTER OF LMJKRTIKS TSSUKD
BY HICNRV I.

This charter was published by Henry I at his coronation,
and probably reissued from time U> time us he found it
necessary to appeal to the sympathies of his people against
their common enemies. It is in form an nmplific.aiion of his
Coronation Oath, the exact words of which are still preserved,
and agree with the ancient form used at the coronation of
Ethelrcd:

' In Christi nomine promitto hacc tria populo Chris!iano
mini subdito. In primis me praeceptunim ct opem ])ro viribus
impensurum ut ccclcsia Dei et omnis populus Christ ianus
veram pacem nostro arbitrioin ornni tcmponj serve!; uliud ut
rapacitatcs ct omnes iniquitates omnibus gradibus interdicani ;
tcrtium ut in omnibus judiciis acquitatem et miserieonliam
praecipiam, ut mihi et vobis indulgoat vSuam misericordiam
clemens et misericors Deus:' l

It is thus a deliberate expression of the. articles of the.
covenant made by the king with his people, in consideration
of which he receives the threefold sanction of election by I ho
nation, unction and coronation by the Church, and homage
from the feudal vassals. Further, it is a deliberate limitation
of the power which had been exercised by William the Con-
queror and William Rufus, a renunciation of the evil customs
introduced by the latter, and a restoration of the ancient
customs of the nation ; and in this aspect, it is a recognition of
the lawful freedom of the nation, which those e.vil customs had
infringed, and which was regarded as symboli/ed by the laws
of Edward the Confessor. Further, it is an exc.mpliiica.tion
of the evil customs themselves; and historically marks the
amount of departure from free and national government which
had prevailed in the late reign. These are the oppressions of
the Church by the exaction of the regale in the case of vacancies,
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